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Technical Data
Certification Agencies and Markings
Understanding Certification Marks: 

Certification marks vary significantly with respect to testing required to achieve a particular mark . In some cases, (i .e .: Specification 
Grade), no outside certification agency is involved . The manufacturer decides which of their products they wish to be so identified . 
The following table for 15 and 20A Straight Blade receptacles demonstrates these wide differences . The understanding of these marks 
permits the user/specifier to make more meaningful product selections .

Understanding Product Certification Marks - 15 and 20 Amp Straight Blade Receptacles
Products that carry certification marks must meet the specific testing standards indicated

Certification
Mark Description UL 498

CSA,
C22.2
 No. 42

UL 498
Hospital
 Grade

CSA, C22.2
No. 42 M
Hospital 
Grade

DESC
WC596

Spec Grade* Self Certified, No Testing Required- Advertising/Trade Name

    
**

Used on recognized component parts that are part of a Listed 
product or system intended for the United States . Component 
“C” intended for Canada . Recognized components are intended 
only for installation by Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) 
within their Listed products, and are not accepted by electrical 
inspectors for general-use field installations due to limitations 
called Conditions Of Acceptability (COA) .

X

 
**

Used on recognized component parts that are part of a Listed 
product or system intended for the United States and Canada . 
Recognized components are intended only for installation by 
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) within their Listed 
products, and are not accepted by electrical inspectors for 
general-use field installations due to limitations called Conditions 
Of Acceptability (COA) .

X

LISTED  

Products found with this mark means Underwriters Laboratory 
or CSA International found that representative samples of this 
product met Underwriters Laboratory’s published Standards for 
Safety intended for the US market .

X

    

Products found with this mark are certified primarily for the 
Canadian market . X

   

Products intended for US and Canada .

X X

• Hospital Grade

In addition to complying with general use requirements, this 
mark denotes these devise have been specially designed and 
are subject to additional requirements of the standards . X X

• Hospital Grade

In addition to complying with general use requirements, this 
mark denotes these devise have been specially designed and 
are subject to additional requirements of the standards . X X

In addition to complying with general use grade requirements, 
this mark denotes receptacles also have been investigated for 
compliance with United States Federal Specification W-C-596. X X

• Hospital Grade

In addition to complying with general use and hospital grade 
requirements, this mark denotes receptacles also have been 
investigated for compliance with United States Federal 
Specification W-C-596.

X X X

Note: * Includes such variation as Premium Spec, Super Spec, etc. 
** End Product test also required.

Cross Reference Note:

Recognize that cross reference guides supplied by some manufacturers should be used only to determine compatible devices (rating 
and configuration) . It does not, in any way, deal with performance levels (which will vary widely by manufacturer) . Common catalog 
numbers are often used for convenience of selection .  The use of the same catalog number is solely the discretion of the manufacturer .
It in no way implies compliance to any standard or testing criteria .


