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Pro-Fit® provides an unexpected experience: a brand, a product and a 
partner that are Simply The Best Fit for your business or project.

Available in collated, packaged or bulk, our Pro-Fit fastener program 
delivers high product quality and dependability, great value and access to 
fastening solutions for any project.

Progressive sourcing, marketing, program and product solutions supported 
by cutting edge technologies are what make the Pro-Fit experience 
something no other brand of fasteners can offer.
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program benefits

One Brand. everything you need. Manufactured to our Best Fit specifications, the Pro-Fit 
Collated program provides a wide range of collated fasteners designed to fit all leading brand tools.

sales support. Outside and inside sales teams provide personal customer service, product and 
program knowledge and order assistance; and our Total Online Management (T.O.M.) offers 24/7 order 
entry, purchase history and order tracking access to help you manage your business.

supply chain leverage. Ensures product quality and availability.

smart packaging

A clean look, color-coded trilingual labeling and informative 
P.O.P make the fastener aisle pop and product easy to locate.

There is a mindset difference between carrying fasteners and 
being a fastener destination...Pro-Fit is that difference.
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fastener solutions for any project; 
custom planograms allow you to 
choose the mix that best fits your 
fastener program objectives.

BOLD
MERCHANDISING

point of
purchase

Headerboards & Shelf 

Talkers- color-coding easily 
guides customers to the correct 
fastener category.
 

literature- this Pro-Fit® 
product catalog and other product 
knowledge literature provide 
valuable information to assist 
customers in making the correct 
fastener selection for their project.
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nail or screw?
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COLLATED FASTENERS. Whether you are framing a home, putting on a roof, or applying trim, it is vital to 
understand the project requirements and the tool being used to get the job done.  Pro-Fit Collated Fasteners are designed to fit most 
leading brand tools and offer a wide variety of fasteners to fit tool and project requirements.   See page 32 for our tool  cross-reference 
guide. To choose the right fastener for the job, consider the following selection criteria: 

● The Purpose
Collated fasteners are made in a wide variety of forms for specialized purposes and specific tools. For nails, the collation, head, shank, 
point, gauge and coating play key roles, as do the crown, coating and point for staples. Fasteners are differentiated in part by these 
characteristics, and it is these differences that make one nail or staple better suited for use in a specific application. Selecting the right 
fastener starts with understanding what, where and how it will be used.

● The Application
Understand how the fastener will be used. Applications such as framing, siding, finish, roofing, decking etc. have unique fastener 
requirements. For example, if you’re laying shingles, it makes sense to select a galvanized wire coil roofing nail, whereas a brite, paper 
strip round head nail would be the right choice if you are framing a house.

● The Degree, Gauge and Collation
It’s important to select the proper fastener gauge, collation style and degree of collation for the tool being used. Typically, tool 
manufacturers will indicate on their packaging the angle and collation that is best suited for the tool. Pro-Fit Collated Fastener labels 
have color-coded collation information for easy identification (see label sample on page 3). For framing fasteners, choose the proper 
degree. For brads, finish and fine wire staples, choose the proper gauge and style.

 
● The Length

The fastener length required is determined by the thickness of the materials being used.  Nail length is measured from the center of 
the head (the bearing surface) to the end of the point. Staple length is measured from the top of the crown to the end of the point. 
The general rule for fastener length is about three times as long as the thickness of the wood through which it is driven. Fasteners are 
normally driven through a thinner piece of wood into a thicker one. This allows 2/3 of the fastener to provide holding power in the thick 
piece of wood.

● The Location 
Is the fastener being used in an interior or exterior location?  Exterior applications may require 
a finish or coating to provide fastener protection from rust and corrosion (chemicals that 
prevent rot and insects, tannins in hardwoods, or saltwater environments can quickly corrode 
brite (uncoated) fasteners).

● The Material
The wide variety of building materials available today make it more important than ever to 
understand what materials the fastener will join.  Treated lumber contains chemicals like 
Alkaline Copper Quaternary (ACQ) that require specially coated fasteners or stainless steel to 
resist their corrosive nature – even if you are using composite lumber on a deck, for example, 
chances are you will be fastening it to a substructure made from treated lumber. Ring shank 
and spiral fasteners provide greater holding power in softwoods, and stainless steel is 
recommended for many hardwoods to eliminate streaking that can be caused by tannins.

● Project Fastener Requirements How many fasteners will you need?  See table at right.

safety reminder - Nail guns can be dangerous, so safety precautions similar to those for a firearm are 
usually recommended. In September 2011 The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) issued a nail gun safety guide that details practical 
steps to prevent injuries including use of tools with sequential triggers, training prior to use, and use of appropriate 
protective equipment. We encourage you to be aware of these precautions.

Application Project Fasteners
Required 

Roofing 22 Squares* 7200

Siding 10 Squares* 1000

Sheathing 1 Square* 150

Decking 120 Square 
Feet 360

Framing 10' / 16" on 
center 70

* 1 square = 100 square feet
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selecting the right  fastener

simply the best fit.®

Finding the proper degree. To determine proper fastener length and degree, place your strip of 
nails on the chart below. Position the shank of the first nail over the grey line with the nail point over the black dot in the lower left corner.

PAPER STRIP
FITS MOST 30-34° FRAMING NAILERS

WIRE STRIP
FITS MOST 28° FRAMING NAILERS

WIRE COIL
FITS MOST 15° FRAMING NAILERS

PLASTIC STRIP
FITS MOST 20-22° FRAMING NAILERS
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collated: the history

Origins Since the word “pneumatic” refers to anything containing wind, gases, or air (particularly 
compressed air), you could consider that the first humans to use a blow-dart gun invented pneumatics; however, early 
origins of pneumatics have been traced as far back as the first century, when ancient Greek mathematician Hero of 
Alexandria wrote about his inventions powered by steam or wind. None of his discussions, however, revealed thoughts of 
using the devices for transporting objects. 

According to the more common sense of the word used to refer to pneumatic tools, it could be said that early smelters and 
blacksmiths, who were the first to design and use hand bellows, invented pneumatics. The hand bellows were created to 
force air, as a fuel, into fires to increase their intensity. This was a very simple but effective use of the first pneumatic tool 
that forced air through a small nozzle; smelters and blacksmiths used the bellows for working iron and metals.

air compressors During the 17th Century, German physicist and engineer 
Otto von Guericke (1602 to 1686) experimented with and improved air compressors. In 1650, Guericke invented the first 
air pump. It could produce a partial vacuum by drawing out air or gas from whatever vessel it was attached to. He used it to 
study the phenomenon of vacuum and the role of air in combustion and respiration.  Although his attempts to produce an 
atmospheric vacuum improved on 17th Century air compressors, it wasn’t until 1829 that the first compound air compressor 
was patented.  A compound air compressor compresses air in successive cylinders.  By 1872, compressor efficiency was 
improved by having the cylinders cooled by water jets. This paved the way for the invention of water-jacketed cylinders.

pneumatic tools Considered to be among the most important inventions of 
the 1800’s, Samuel Ingersoll is largely credited with inventing the pneumatic drill in 1871.  Charles Brady King of Detroit 
invented the pneumatic hammer in 1890, and patented it on January 28, 1894. King exhibited two of his inventions at the 
1893 Worlds Columbia Exposition - a pneumatic hammer for riveting and caulking, and a steel brake beam for railroad cars.

nail guns Invented by several men using their experience with machine guns in WWII, the first 
nail gun to use air pressure was introduced to the market in 1950 to speed the construction of housing floor sheathing and 
sub-floors.  The original nail gun was operated while standing and could nail 40-60 nails a minute with a capacity of 400-600 
nails.  The nail gun gave rise to the pneumatic gun and accelerated the development of a full line of pneumatic tools that 
provided the construction industry with a cost-efficient way to increase productivity and reduce worker fatigue.

Degrees & Gauges Fastener angle, or degree of collation, was originally 
determined by the top four tool makers:  Bostitch®, Senco®, Paslode® and Duo-Fast®. These companies distributed both 
the tools and the specific fastener to fit them, each choosing a different angle and style of collation. Purchasing a specific 
tool brand then required the fasteners manufactured or distributed under that same brand. Similarly, tools are designed to 
shoot specific gauges, or thicknesses, of fasteners. 

Expiring patents and advances in technology created the opportunity for
the production of interchangeable fasteners. Now, factories that produce
fasteners only can manufacture fasteners that will fit already
established tool populations. 

5
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collated: TERMINOLOGY

collation

plastic Coil - generally used for 15° 
- 90° coil nails. Fasteners are inserted into 
a plastic band.  The plastic band exit’s the 
coil nailer in one piece eliminating pieces of 
plastic stuck under the nail head when the 
nail is driven and making for easy cleanup. 
Plastic coil collation is a higher priced 
alternative to plastic strip and is most 
commonly used for siding and applications 
where less reloading is desired.

paper strip - generally used for 
30° - 34° framing nails. Fasteners are held 
together by a strip of paper with glue. The 
paper around the fastener is driven into the 
wood along with the fastener. Paper tape 
reduces the risk of having material stuck 
under the nail head leaving the top part 
of the fastener exposed. They may easily 
break apart and do not work well in wet 
or moist conditions because the nails can 
become loose.

plastic strip - generally used 
for 20° - 22° framing nails. They are held 
together by a strip of plastic that breaks 
apart when fired by a gun. They are 
often less expensive than other types of 
collated fasteners because they are easier 
to manufacture. They can become very 
brittle when cold, and the residual plastic 
must be disposed of. Pieces of plastic are 
sometimes left under the head causing the 
nail to be exposed.

wire weld (wire strip, wire 
coil) - generally used for 28° strip nails 
and 15° coil nails. Wire Strip fasteners use 
thin pieces of wire run lengthwise to hold 
the fasteners in position. They are not as 
susceptible to water or cold weather as 
paper or plastic collated nails, however, the 
wire may fly off, and they are susceptible to 
having pieces of wire stuck under the head 
exposing the nail.

tape - gerenally used for finish nails. It’s 
a clear tape collation, a stretched polyester 
film, that is very clean, stronger than glue 
and adds durability to longer strips.

glue - generally used for staples, brads 
and floor cleats. The glue’s only purpose 
is to hold the fasteners together while 
they are being driven. They offer no extra 
holding power after the fastener has been 
driven.

Angle - the degree of collation.

CROWN - the width across the top of a staple.

gauge - references how thick a fastener is, with lower numbers indicating greater thickness.

Head - round metal piece formed at the top of the nail.

LEG - the length of a staple from the top of the crown to the point.

Length - distance from the bottom of the head to the point of a nail. 

Point - sharpened end opposite the head for greater ease in driving.

Shank - the length of the nail between the head and the point; may be smooth, or have rings or spirals for greater holding power.

components
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gauge chart

GA 8 9 10 101/4 11 111/2 12 121/2 13 131/2 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

in 0.162 0.148 0.135 0.131 0.120 0.113 0.105 0.099 0.091 0.086 0.080 0.072 0.062 0.054 0.047 0.041 0.035 0.032 0.028 0.025

mm 4.114 3.766 3.342 3.330 3.061 2.870 2.680 2.510 2.324 2.180 2.032 1.828 1.587 1.371 1.206 1.041 0.889 0.812 0.711 0.635

collated: TERMINOLOGY

coatings

brite (bright) - there is no coating to protect the steel and the fastener is susceptible to corrosion if exposed to high humidity 
or water; not recommended for exterior use or in treated lumber, and only for interior applications where no corrosion protection is 
needed; often used for interior framing, trim and finish applications.

electro galvanized - zinc plating process in which a layer of zinc is bonded to steel in order to protect against corrosion; 
smooth, shiny finish--generally used in areas where minimal corrosion protection is needed. 

Exterior galvanized - a high-grade anti-corrosion surface treatment technology consisting of three layers: 1) metallic zinc, 
2) a high-grade anti-corrosion chemical conversion film, and 3) a baked ceramic top coating; used in outdoor applications – meets 
ASTM B117

hot dipped galvanized - the most common method of galvanization where iron, steel or aluminum are coated with a thin 
zinc layer by passing the metal through a molten bath of zinc that results in very high corrosion resistance suitable for some acidic 
and treated lumber; will corrode over time as the coating wears, but generally good for the lifetime of the application; typically used in 
outdoor applications--meets ASTM A153.

stainless steel - used where both the properties of steel and corrosion resistance are required; although stainless steel does 
not readily corrode, it isn’t fully stain proof--certain conditions can and do affect it such as low oxygen, high salinity, or poor circulation 
environments; 300 series stainless makes up 70% of all stainless used, and is the most corrosion resistant, ductile, and weldable type 
of stainless steel; these alloys are subject to crevice corrosion and pitting corrosion.
	
	 ● 304 / 305 grade alloys are the most versatile and widely used of stainless steels--contains 18% chromium and 8% nickel; recommended 
                   for exterior applications where a higher level of corrosion resistance is desired.
	 ● 316 (also called marine grade) has superior corrosion resistance versus other chromium-nickel steels when exposed to chemical corrodents 
                   such as sea water; slightly more nickel and the addition of 2% molybdenum is what makes 316 considerably more resistant to corrosion 
	    than the 304 family; recommended for marine environments.

All Pro-Fit® Collated Framing Nails, brite or coated, are vinyl dipped on the bottom half of the fastener to 
enhance drivability and holding power.
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collated: components

shanks

ring

Small directional rings on the shank prevent the nail from 
working back out once driven in; provide superior holding 
power over smooth shank nails because the wood fills 
in the crevasse of the rings and provides friction to help 
prevent the nail from backing out over time; often used in 
softer types of wood where splitting is not an issue.

smooth

Most common and often used for framing and general 
construction applications; offer enough holding power for 
most everyday use.

Drive screw

Have helical shanks resembling a screw; drive screw nails 
are mostly used with hardwood; provide greater holding 
power; sustain greater impact withdrawal work values than 
do other nail forms.

heads

Round head
Heads are completely round, like standard 
hand-drive framing nails, and provide 
greater resistance to pull out.  The nail 
strips are paper tape or plastic collated. 
Since the heads are fully round, a space 
must be maintained between the shanks, 
meaning that the collation wraps each nail 
rather than just being applied to the sides.

offset round head
Instead of the head being centered on 
the shank, the head is offset to one side, 
allowing the shanks to touch one another 
when collated. These heads are designed 
to be fired in a clipped-head nailer, 
effectively turning a clipped head into a 
round-head nailer.

clipped head
Standard round-head nail on the front side, 
but the back of the head is clipped off flush 
with the shank of the nail. Nails can be 
placed closer together, which facilitates less 
frequent reloading. A specially coated paper 
strip applied to both sides of the clip keeps 
the nails in place.  Some jurisdictions, 
especially in areas subject to sudden bursts 
of high wind such as hurricanes, don’t allow 
the use of clipped-head framing nails. 

brads
Smaller head allows nail to be concealed 
more easily; limited holding power; used for 
finish and trim work.

points

diamond point
A 4-sided pyramid; most 
common point.

blunt diamond point
Rounded diamond point to drive easier 
than a blunt nail without splitting.

blunt point
Reduces the chance of splitting 
wood but is more difficult to drive.



●  General construction
●  Framing
●  Sub-flooring
●  Roof sheathing
●  Deck and fence building

paper strip

plastic strip
●  Fits most 20°-22° Framing Nailers
●  See Tool Cross-Reference on pg. 36
●  Available in smooth, ring and drive 
    screw shanks
●  Available in brite, galvanized and 
    stainless steel

Nail type Picture application

●  Fits most 30°-34° Framing Nailers
●  See Tool Cross-Reference on pg. 36
●  Available in smooth and ring shanks
●  Available in brite, galvanized and 
    stainless steel

wire coil
●  Fits most 15° Wire Coil Nailers
●  See Tool Cross-Reference on pg. 37
●  Available in smooth, ring and drive 
    screw shanks
●  Available in brite and galvanized

●  General construction
●  Framing
●  Sub-flooring
●  Roof sheathing
●  Deck and fence building

●  General construction
●  Framing
●  Sub-flooring
●  Roof sheathing
●  Deck and fence building
●  Pallet, boxes, crating

wire strip
●  Fits most 28° Framing Nailers
●  See Tool Cross-Reference on pg. 37
●  Available in smooth and ring shanks
●  Available in brite, galvanized and 
    stainless steel

●  General construction
●  Framing
●  Sub-flooring
●  Roof sheathing
●  Deck and fence building

21

15

28

framing

Framing11

FRAMING Nails  are used for general construction. Pro-Fit® 
Framing Nails are vinyl-dipped and come in four basic collations - Paper 
Strip, Plastic Strip, Wire Coil and Wire Strip - and are used in building 
walls, roofs, applying sheathing, sub-flooring, and just about anywhere 
construction lumber is used.

●  PRO-FIT FRAMING NAILS CONFORM TO 
    ASTM F1667
●  HOT DIPPED GALVANIZED PRODUCTS 
    CONFORM TO ASTM A153
●  exterior GALVANIZED PRODUCTS 
    CONFORM TO ASTM b117
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Ring Shank Clipped Head 3" x .120 Exterior Galvanized 2000 0601172RSP

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .120 Exterior Galvanized 2000 0601192RSP

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0608152

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2-1/2" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 3000 0601155

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0607175

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .120 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0608192

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0607195

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/2" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0601204

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2" x .113 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0607132

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0601152

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2-1/2" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 3000 0601255

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2 3/4" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2500 0600260

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3" x .120 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0601172

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .120 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0601192

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3-1/2" x .131 Hot Dipped Galvanized 2000 0601205

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 304 Stainless Steel 1000 0605251

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3" x .131 304 Stainless Steel 1000 0605170

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 304 Stainless Steel 1000 0605250

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3" x .120 304 Stainless Steel 1000 0605171

Paper Strip 
clipped head

• FITS MOST 30°- 34° FRAMING NAILERS
•  See Tool Cross-Reference on pg. 36
•  Diamond Point
•  Conforms to ASTM F1667

DESCRIPTION SIZE COATING COUNT SKU #

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2" x .113 Brite 2000 0600132

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 Brite 2000 0600152

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 Brite 5000 0600150

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3" x .120 Brite 2500 0600171

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3" x .131 Brite 2500 0600170

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .120 Brite 2500 0600191

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/4" x .131 Brite 2500 0600190

Smooth Shank Clipped Head 3-1/2" x .131 Brite 2500 0600200

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2" x .113 Brite 2000 0602132

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2-3/8" x .113 Brite 2000 0602152

Ring Shank Clipped Head 2 3/4" x .131 Brite 2500 0600160

Ring Shank Clipped Head 3-1/2" x .131 Brite 2500 0600205


